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Summer Course
on

International Humanitarian Law
An increased interest in Interna-

t ional Humanitar ian Law has
compelled professionals
Governments, Internat ional
Organisat ions, the Red Cross
and Red Crescent  Movement,
NGOs, professors and graduate
students to devote more t ime
to the study of this branch of
law.

In response to this demand, the
Institute, in 2001 with its ideal
infrastructure in Sanremo
(Italy),  began to run a very

International Institute of
Humanitarian Law

Sanremo-Italy

Sanremo, Italy Geneva, Switzerland

“The IHL course was therefore a great opportunity for me. Having followed the course I feel almost
embarrassed by the fact that what I learnt I should have known long before. I gained so much knowledge

on the various definitions and laws that can be applied in situations of armed conflict be it international
or internal, war crimes and genocide, terrorism, distinction between combatants and civilians, torture etc.

All issues I had directly or indirectly dealt with but from a different angle.” Mija-tesse VERVERS, Public
Health Consultant, Geneva, Switzerland, Summer course 2004.

The Course takes place
during the summer over a
period of 12 days: 10 days in
Sanremo (Italy) and the last
2 days in Geneva (Switzer-
land)

The topics of the Courses
are:
- Introduction to International
Humanitarian Law
- Scope and Instruments of
Internat ional Humanitar ian
L a w
- Human Rights, Refugee Law
and Internat ional
Humanitarian Law - Interplay
in Situations of Armed Conflict
and Violence
- Humanitarian Considerations

successful annual Summer
Course on International Hu-
manitarian Law.

During the f i rst  10 days of
the course in Sanremo, a board
of internationally-based experts
from academic and
humanitar ian organizat ions
share their knowledge with
highly motivated part ic ipants
by giving st imulat ing lectures
and conducting workshops.

 The city’s sunny position on
the Mediterranean coast
provides an extra bonus to all
those involved.

and Military Necessity
- The Law of Bel l igerent
Occupat ion
- Limitation and Prohibition of
Weapons in the Conduct of
Hostil it ies
- Customary Rules of IHL
- The Prohibit ion of T orture
and other Il l-treatment under
I H L
- Introduction to International
Refugee Law
- Refugee Status

Determinat ion
- Protect ing Internal ly
Displaced Persons
- Overview of Internat ional
Migrat ion Law and i ts main
Instruments
- Protect ion of Medical and
Humanitarian Personnel during

Armed Confl icts
- Responding to Genocide: UN
Early W arning and State
Responsability to Prevent
- Recognized Principle of
Dist inct ion between
Combatants and Civilians in In-
ternational Humanitarian Law
- Protect ion of the Civi l ian
Populat ion
- Internal Armed Conflicts and
Situtation of Violence
- Measures of Implementation
of IHL
- Peace Operations and IHL
- Role of NGOs in the
Implementation of IHL
- The ICJ and IHL
- Role of the National Societies
of the Red Cross and Red
Crescent Movement



Academic Board
of the Course

Social Activities
During the Course part ic ipants wi l l  have
a full social agenda. Certain activities will
be offered by the Institute such as a full-
day excursion to Monaco and Dolceacqua,
a charming medieval village in the hinter-
land of Sanremo, the final dinne, a visit to
the Museum of the Red Cross and Red

Dr. Mohammed Al-Hadid (Chairman,
Standing Commission of the R ed Cross
and Crescent), Judge Abdul K oroma (In-
ternational Court of Justice), Dr . Matt
Pol lard (Amnesty Internat ional) ,
Professor Y or am Dinstein (Univ ersit y
of T el A viv),  Prof .  Y v es Sandoz
(Member , ICRC), Judge F austo P ocar
(International Criminal T ribunal for
the former Y ugosla via, The Hague)
and  Col. Ben Klappe (Netherlands
Army) are permanent members of
the teaching staff of this course.
The Lectures are given by experts on
IHL from various organizations includ-

ing UNHCR, ICRC, Human Rights
Watch, UN, Univ ersities, IIHL etc.
Director of the Course is Prof . Michel
Veuthey (IIHL Vice-President, Associate
Professor Univ ersit y of Nice- Sophia
Antipolis, Fr ance), assisted b y Ms
Patricia P anizzi (IIHL Secretariat).

The City of Sanremo
Sanremo , the pearl of the Rivier a dei Fiori,
is a garden-cit y situated in the north west
corner of Italy , about twent y kilometres from
the French border and fort y from Monaco
Protectd by the Maritime Alps, Sanremo
enjo ys a mild climate.

Crescent in Geneva.
For other optional events like the barbecue
evening on the beach participants wil l  be
asked for a small contribution.

Situated on the Mediterr anean Sea the cit y’s
sandy beaches are popular with tourists.One
of the most interesting visitors Sanremo has
welcomed is Alfred Nobel, the S wedish
scientist who decided to liv e the last y ears
of his life here. In that period, he conceiv ed
his famous testament establishing the
annual Nobel Priz e for those who contributed
the greatest service to mankind in v arious
fields, and particularly for those who “most
or best operated for the brotherhood of
peoples or for the reduction of permanent
armies, as well as for the creation and
dissemination of peace conferences” . The
villa of Alfred Nobel used to be the official
seat of the Institute.

The City of Geneva
The world’ s smallest metropolis. It is an
up-to-date international centre of world
importance and a small and friendly cit y.
Urged b y the ideas of the Genev an Henri
Dunant, a group of S wiss citiz ens
founded the International Committee of
the R ed Cross in 1864, to be the first of
the international institutions that were
to burgeon in Genev a.
The town’ s international calling w as as-

Prof. Michel VEUTHEY

Ms Patricia PANIZZI

serted after the First W orld W ar, when
it w as chosen, in 1919, as the seat of
the League of Nations, the predeces-
sor of the United Nations Organization.
The headquarters of UN were tr ans-
ferred to New Y ork in 1945, but Gene-
va has retained its European Office.
Scores of international organizations
are now based there.

The working language is English and there are a
maximum of 60  places available.

Course fee: € 1500 inclusive of tuition, documentation,
lunch and coffee breaks  on working days, excursion,

study trip to Geneva (including transportation Sanremo -
Geneva - Sanremo by bus ) , diploma, group photo and the

possibility of using the library of the Institute and its
technical facilities (Internet, wi-fi).

More information is available on our web page

www.iihl.org

THE NEXT COURSE WILL BE FROM 28  JUNE TO 1 0  JULY   2010

In Geneva, meetings with  top-
ranking officials and experts will be
organised at the United Nations of
Geneva (UNOG), the International
Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC).
The closing ceremony of the Course
will take place in Geneva where all
participants will be given a certificate
of participation.

Dr. Mohammed Al-Hadid


